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The Group Committee normally meets on the first Tuesday of each month, at the Visitor Centre, Astbury
You are welcome to contact any member of the Committee if you have any requests, suggestions, ideas or 
comments (positive or negative) for the Group.
Commercial products or services mentioned in this Newsletter are included solely in case they are of 
interest to readers. Inclusion does not imply any recommendation by the Group or by IAM RoadSmart. 
Opinions expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of the Group or the Institute.
Congleton and Macclesfield Advanced Drivers and Riders (CAMADAR) is an affiliated group of the 
Institute of Advanced Motorists, no 5212.

About CAMADAR

Chairman John Twigg 01260 297321 johntwigg@freeuk.com
Secretary Graham Board 07977 053702 secretary@congletoniam.org.uk
Treasurer Jeff Cowell 01270 668714 mrjeffcowell@googlemail.com
Membership Secretary Matt Gardiner 07751 235735 membershipsec@congletoniam.org.uk
Lead Observer (Car) Tim Hawkins 01663 746226 timhawkins63@icloud.com
Lead Observer (Motorcycle) 
and Section Leader

Scott Walker 07763 353135 scottrichardwalker88@gmail.com

Members Linda Maddock 01270 874310 maddockrandl@btinternet.com
Jonathan Copnall 01260 408432 jonathan@rowline.plus.com
Allan Freeman 01270 878614 allan.freeman@outlook.com
Andy Macdonald 01625 434769 andy@vacuumformers.co.uk

Newsletter Editor Stewart Lowthian 07851 280137 editor@congletoniam.org.uk

Meetings at 
Astbury Village Hall

Motorcycle Group 
Social Rideouts

Forthcoming events:-

These are planned for the following dates:
31st October, 28th November and 12th December.

The CAMADAR Social Ride Registration Form must 
be completed, in advance, by any CAMADAR group 
member, or invited guest, who wishes to partake in 
the abovementioned social rides. This is to ensure the 
safety of all those present and equip the designated 
Lead Rider with the necessary contact information in 
case of emergency. This registration form should be 
completed before each and every social ride as contact 
information can change, as can the information 
provided by CAMADAR within the social ride 
briefing document.

We hope to resume in November  after our Annual 
General Meeting at Astbury Golf Club on 20th 
October. If anyone has any suggestions for speakers 
for social meetings then the committee would be very 
glad to receive them.

Question Time and AGM: 20th October
Please see page 4 for more details.
Car Observers training evening:
Thursday 4 November 7.30pm venue tbc or Zoomed!. 
Please contact Tim for details.

https://forms.gle/1b37rwd1hDZmpQ2EA
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Letter from the Chairman

And from the Editor
I’m clearly very short of space here but there are more 
than enough words from me later on so I don’t see it as 
a problem. I’d like to reiterate John’s encouragement 
to attend our AGM: I find his reasons compelling 
and remember the refreshments from the last AGM I 
attended as excellent.

This month’s cover photograph is from Matt Gardiner. 
There’s an electric theme to this edition but photograph 
is something electrifying. It’s a 1963 Ferrari 250 GTE 
itching to be out on the road.

Stewart Lowthian

We have another interesting and varied Newsletter 
this month which I hope you will enjoy reading. It 
is also deliberately thought provoking. Our new 
‘Speakers Corner’ features a current topic and is 
aimed at both starting a debate, and seeking to capture 
member’s own experiences with an electric vehicle. 
Either why you switched, or what put you off the 
switch.  Please send Stewart your ideas and opinions. 
I am also particularly struck by Tim’s reflections on 
the roads today; it certainly mirrors many of my own 
experiences and thoughts - especially having just 
done a 500 odd  mile round trip to the north east.

Both articles are perfectly (almost deliberately!) 
timed to lead up to our October event.  This will be 
our first face to face meeting for well over 18 months 
and I would ask as many members as possible to join 
us on the 20th October. I hope that the main attraction 
- apart from catching up with familiar faces - will be 
the chance to not only hear, but also question, our two 

guest speakers.  Between them, they are responsible 
for many of the matters which are crucial to our 
driving and riding experience.  I am sure we all have 
questions, frustrations and suggestions.  You will 
all have an opinion about such diverse subjects as 
potholes, new roads, parking, public transport, traffic 
bobbies and so on.  Why not take this rare opportunity 
to speak directly to the decision makers.  Full details 
are in this edition. We will also deal (briefly) with 
the formalities of the AGM. This year, the officer’s 
reports will be circulated in advance, with questions 
taken on the night. 

I very much hope that the October meeting will be 
the springboard for a re-energised Group; attracting 
new members, new events and an increased number 
of test passes. I look forward to seeing you at Astbury 
Golf Club.

John Twigg

Dear John and Stewart.

Greetings from not-so-sunny Telford, and I hope you 
are keeping well.

I was interested and amused to see in the latest 
newsletter a copy of the first newsletter that I produced 
for the group following our inaugural meeting, 
complete with my editorial scribblings. Interested 
because of the amazing response we had to the 
meeting and the long way the group has come since 
then. Amused because it wasn’t “bashed out on an old 
typewriter” as John succinctly put it but “created” 
on the word processing application WordPerfect that 
we used at work at the time. I did it sort of semi-
surreptitiously during lunchtimes because I didn’t 
possess a PC of my own. I created the IAM logo using 
WordPerfect but had to use an upside-down ‘W’ for 
the letter ‘M’ because using the available ‘M’ didn’t 

look correct. Such was the earlier technology.
I worked at that time for International Computers 

Ltd (ICL) within a development team, so had fairly 
ready access to software and had a PC on my desk. As 
I said, I created the logo but can’t remember whether 
WordPerfect had an artwork facility or whether I 
made it externally and imported it. Either way, we 
didn’t have pre-printed headed paper, so I had to 
create everything. At the time, the software was quite 
modern. but nothing like the facilities available today.

Regards and keep up the excellent work.
Peter Hicks

Chairman’s note:- By way of context, Peter was one 
of our founder members and was key to establishing 
the group and then supporting us for many years as 
a Committee member, active volunteer and observer. 
We made him an honorary member after he left the 
area.

And from the first Editor
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We are restarting our Group face-to-face meetings 
with the much-overdue Annual General Meeting, 
which is at Astbury Golf Club on 20th October at 
7:30 p.m. The address, for those who haven’t been 
there before, is Peel Lane, Astbury, Congleton and, if 
you’re using a sat-nav, use postcode CW12 3NQ. We 
have two invited speakers for the meeting: Mr John 
Dwyer and Councillor Craig Browne. Both of them 
are of consequence to us as road users: Mr Dwyer 

is the Police and 
Crime Commissioner 
for Cheshire and has 
recently launched a 
Road Safety campaign 
in conjunction with 
the Head of Cheshire 
Police’s Roads and 
Crime Unit and the 
Road Safety Manager 
for Cheshire Fire and 
Rescue Service. The 
announcement can be 
seen on the Cheshire 
Police website at 
https://www.cheshire.

police.uk/news/cheshire/news/ar ticles/2021/7/
road-safety-campaign-launched-in-cheshire-as-
restrictions-set-to-lift/ and you can find out more 
about Mr Dwyer and his role at https://www.cheshire-
pcc.gov.uk/

  Councillor Browne is Deputy Leader of Cheshire 
East Council and, alongside other responsibilities, 
is Chair of the Highways and Transport Committee. 
He also holds positions concerning transport 
outside Cheshire East Council. You can see his full 
portfolio here: https://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/
ecminutes/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=7377

We hope to keep the business of the AGM as brief 
as possible to allow as much time as possible for our 
speakers. To help this, 
the agenda, reports, 
accounts and the like 
have been circulated 
with the formal notice 
of the meeting to 
allow attendees to 
read them in advance 
and formulate any 
questions the wish 
to ask. We can then, 
hopefully, move 
from administration 
(necessary but 
dull) to the interval 
refreshments then our 
speakers. The intention is that each of them will speak 
for about 15 minutes then, when both have finished,  
take questions from the members present.

Up and Running again
Our AGM is at Astbury Golf Club

Screenshot taken 
from Google Maps

https://www.cheshire.police.uk/news/cheshire/news/articles/2021/7/road-safety-campaign-launched-in-cheshire-as-restrictions-set-to-lift/
https://www.cheshire.police.uk/news/cheshire/news/articles/2021/7/road-safety-campaign-launched-in-cheshire-as-restrictions-set-to-lift/
https://www.cheshire.police.uk/news/cheshire/news/articles/2021/7/road-safety-campaign-launched-in-cheshire-as-restrictions-set-to-lift/
https://www.cheshire.police.uk/news/cheshire/news/articles/2021/7/road-safety-campaign-launched-in-cheshire-as-restrictions-set-to-lift/
https://www.cheshire-pcc.gov.uk/ 
https://www.cheshire-pcc.gov.uk/ 
https://www.cheshire-pcc.gov.uk/ 
https://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=7377
https://moderngov.cheshireeast.gov.uk/ecminutes/mgUserInfo.aspx?UID=7377
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From our Lead Observer for Cars

To be honest I’ve had a load of hassle. 
A flat battery. Totally dead.
A flat-spot on a tyre.
Then there’s my licence, renewable every three years 
on medical grounds - my application was received by 
the DVLA on 1st March, but due to bank holidays, 
Covid, and strike action it actually expired while the 
DVLA were processing, it rendering me a pedestrian. 
And a very bad tempered one.

It took three weeks to see a doctor for an examination 
to get permission to drive, and at the time of writing 
(four months later)  I am still waiting for my licence 
even though my consultant and GP both agree I’m fit 
to drive.

Phoning the DVLA to see what is going on has cost 
me £83.00 in total. Yes, the decimal point is in the 
correct place. Typically it took over 40 attempts to get 
through.

So I’m driving. And it’s make me think. Some of it, 
I am enjoying. But, much of the time, I…

• sit in long queues due to congestion 
• waste hours at roadworks, lots of roadworks
• have motorists tailgating when I comply 

with speed limits, some of which 
are unrealistically low anyway

• navigate ever growing traffic calming (which 
is anything but, and I’m fed up with it)

• follow cyclists travelling at +10mph through 
double white line systems generating 
anger and resentment behind me

• wait behind the stop line at box junctions 
when I can’t clear them to the obvious 
annoyance of the driver behind

• wait until the green light at traffic lights 
watching in the mirror as the vehicle behind 
moves off on red/amber (a good reason to stop 
a just before the stop line so you can move off 
early too if necessary without crossing the line)

• negotiate meeting oncoming traffic 
on ever narrower roads due to parked 
cars. This is becoming a real issue

• hesitate at crossroads when other drivers 
reverse priority by flashing their headlights 
until I’m sure I know what they mean, 
especially if other road users are present

The poor condition of the roads has struck me too. 
Deep trenches, pot holes, sunken drains - I drove 
a section of a country road today and progress and 
limit-points were of no interest. I was totally absorbed 
by preserving my wheel alignment.

I drive quite often. Three or four times a week 
at least, I go for a drive for the fun of it, sometimes 
alone, occasionally with a fellow driving enthusiast or 
even with Carolyn (!).

Derbyshire, Cheshire, Yorkshire and Staffordshire 
are all within easy reach and there are plenty of 
excellent driving roads out there - even in Derbyshire 
with it’s 50mph speed limit obsession if you get off 
the primary routes. But the primary routes I need 
to use to access the enjoyable roads are becoming 
unbearable.

And when I am driving on these dull, miserable 
roads, I find it’s easy to let my boredom transfer into 
my driving, and it’s not always easy to recognise.

Driving on the A34 the other day I was travelling 
in procession in lane 1. Lane 2 was available, but 
aggression (from drivers using lane 2 at high speed 
and tailgating) meant that I resigned myself to lane 1. 
When I woke up to this, I moved into lane 2, dropped 
two gears and drove more progressively. And I didn’t 
enjoy it. I enjoy a fast drive, but it was manic. Maybe 
I’ve reached a critical point in my driving career but I 
don’t want to engage with traffic like that anymore. I 
just can’t be bothered, and I don’t have to.

The High Performance Club used to drive for 
pleasure early in the morning (they called them ‘dawn 
raids’!) then have breakfast. I might give that a go. 

As a post-script to this, my licence finally arrived 
in the first week of September: the DVLA had it for 
over six months.

Driving out of Lockdown. How are you doing?
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My retest for Fellow had been delayed by one year 
due to the COVID restrictions, so it was four years 
before I again met the examiner in Tarleton, south of 
Preston on a Friday afternoon. Aware that lock downs 
had me feeling rusty for this advanced drive, I had 
practised with my new BMW X3 whilst on summer 
holiday in the French Alps. On returning home I 
continued to sharpen my skills, particularly with 
cornering, overtaking and making progress, which I 
felt needed some improvement. On the day of the test 
it was slightly overcast but dry, giving ideal weather 
conditions, bearing in mind the requirement for open 
car windows and face masks. Our route took us 
through south Lancashire for just over an hour with 
predominantly country roads and all possible speed 
limits from 20 to 70mph. I gave a commentary and 
“spoken thoughts” throughout the drive, which in 
my experience reduces the number of questions the 
examiner is likely to ask! At the conclusion of the 
drive I was awarded a F1RST with a grade 1 for all 
competencies. The challenge now is for me to keep up 
that standard for the next three years.

Martin Robinson

Just like last month, we have two motorcycle test 
successes to celebrate. Simon Redford, observed 
by Scott Walker, and Matt Kelly, observed by Gary 

Chantry, are now full members. Welcome and 
congratulations to you both.

Celebrating success

Matt KellySimon Redford
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A necessary solution to the world’s climate 
challenges?

The planned ban on petrol and diesel vehicles 
removes individual choice.

Reduced noise & pollution; better air quality. More expensive to buy; makes motoring more 
expensive.

What’s the future for motorbikes, hgvs and other 
large vehicles?  

Impractical and inconvenient because of the need 
to regularly charge.

Range is constantly improving. Insufficient number & distribution of charging 
points.

The clean, green motoring of the future. An expensive environmental ‘greenwash’.
Reduced running costs and road tax Where will the Government recover the lost 

revenue from?

Speaker’s Corner

The Editor is keen that the Newsletter becomes a 
useful forum for our members. This might be to 
stimulate discussion; share advice and information or 
provoke a response on contentious topics.  Examples 
of the latter are speed limits; the state of our roads; 
other driver’s behaviours;  pedestrians – cyclists – 

drivers. 
This month’s topic arose from a recent press article 
and deals with one of the main topics that get raised 
when considering whether or not to go electric.  So, to 
set the ball rolling:

These are just some of the many aspects to this topic, 
which is likely to dominate the motoring debate in the 
years to come.  We would love to hear from members 
and maybe answers to these questions:

• Do you have an electric vehicle? 
• Why did you change? 
• Was it the right decision, or are 

you now regretting it? 
• What’s your experience of charging 

– the cost and practicality? 
• How does it compare to your previous 

petrol or diesel vehicle?
• Do you find yourself worrying about 

where to recharge it in unfamiliar areas or 
whether you have the range to get home?

• Is the hybrid Bentley Bentayga opposite 
a contributor to environmental protection 
or a gross example of “greenwashing”?

Electric Vehicles – an expensive future?

Where members have their say
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The electric vehicle: 
 will it ever take off?

I’m somewhat cynical about electric vehicles so, in an 
attempt to find out more, and perhaps develop a more 
balanced viewpoint, I started searching. My local 
Ford dealership’s website simply claimed the Mustang 
Mach-E was coming soon. I then tried Macclesfield 
Hyundai’s website on the basis that buying a car from 
them a couple of years ago was a perfectly satisfactory 
experience. They offer hybrids of various sorts as well 
as fully-electric cars. What I saw didn’t inspire. An 
Ioniq Electric starts at £30,550 after a government 
grant offsets its actual list price of £32,995 and offers 
a range of up to 193 miles from a 38.3 kWh battery. 
A new i30 starts at £20,900 and experience of my 
own petrol-engined model which makes somewhere 
around 140 bhp shows that it can cover the best part of 
500 miles at realistic motorway speeds whilst giving 
about 50 miles per gallon of whatever supermarket 
fuel I run it on. Looking at new Renaults reinforced 
the view that the electric option seems very expensive. 
The Zoe, which is all-electric, starts at £27,595 
whereas the Clio and Megane start from £16.200 and 
£18,995 respectively. You’d have to save a lot of fuel 
duty to recoup that sort of cost difference. Vauxhall 
follows the same pattern: the fossil-fuelled Corsa 
starts from £22,000 whilst its electric brother starts at 
£30,000 although that does, if I understood the sales 
representative correctly, include the installation of a 
basic home charging system.

Electric cars seem to use lithium-ion batteries so 
my next question was where the lithium came from. 
Lithium is in the same group in the periodic table as 
other unstable metals such as sodium and potassium 
so extracting it requires energy, firstly to mine the 
ores from which it’s extracted, then to turn it into a 
usable pure metal and finally to make batteries from it. 
Wikipedia offers an insight into how and where lithium 
is extracted and the environmental consequences (see 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithium ). Whether the 
extraction of lithium (and the many other ingredients 
of modern batteries), is more or less environmentally 
objectionable than the extraction of crude oil is 
something that could be usefully researched assuming 
a competent researcher without a vested interest could 
be found. Both are found in countries with systems 
of government unfamiliar to us (and one of them, 
Afghanistan) is hardly likely to ramp up lithium 
mining to suit the people of countries whose armed 
forces have just departed.

We’re all used to refuelling a petrol or diesel car. 
Even at a busy filling station, ten minutes to pump 
the fuel in and pay for it is as much as I’d expect to 
need. Electric car recharging isn’t as fast. Hyundai 
have an advert (watch it at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=4sPOCKjBSn8 )stating that the IONIQ 5 
has a range of 298 miles and can take in 62  miles 
worth of electricity in 5 minutes from a 350 kW 
charger. Hyundai’s website states “Go from 10% to 
80% SOC in less than 18 minutes when connected 
to an 350 kW ultra-fast charger! Just stop for a coffee 
and plug in to add range faster than you ever thought 
possible.”  350 kW is an immense amount of power 
and I’m left wondering how much of it is stored in 
the batteries and how much is wasted as heat. It’s 
certainly not something you could install at home 
although the car does come with a 10.5 kW charger 
which is presumably suitable for home use, assuming 
the car owner has somewhere safe to have it installed. 
Pedestrians tripping up on electric car charging 
cables, with consequential injury compensation 
claims, is an interesting possibility for owners like me 
without their own driveways. I’ve used Hyundai for 
the above example because their advert provoked one 
of my reservations and it was very straightforward to 
find information on their range.

Walking round a few dealerships was an interesting 
experience. To be fair, turning up in leather jacket and 
jeans with the motorcycle parked outside maybe wasn’t 
the best way to convince a sales rep, that I was serious 
about four wheels but what I learned was interesting. In 
three dealerships (Hyundai, Vauxhall and Mercedes-
Benz) I was referred to the manufacturers’ websites 
for information rather than having anything tangible 
available. That might of course be a consequence of 
the demographic thought most likely to buy electric: 
people into modern technology for whom research 
on-line is the norm.. Electric demonstrators seemed 
very thin on the ground, perhaps because there isn’t 
sufficient demand yet for electric cars to justify the 
cost of them.  What surprised me was what felt like a 
lack of enthusiasm for an up-and-coming technology. 
Whether this is down to  unfamiliarity or reservations 
about the product is something I can’t speculate on.

Something that I haven’t seen much about is how 
much servicing and maintenance an electric car 
requires. A petrol or diesel engine needs its expensive 
oil, filter and spark or glow plugs changing at regular 

The Editor tries to make up his mind

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithium
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sPOCKjBSn8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4sPOCKjBSn8
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intervals. An electric car doesn’t have any of these, 
which implies a significant cost saving. As it still 
has moving parts it presumably needs an inspection 
based on either time or mileage but it took an amount 
of searching to find out what was required or how 
much it costs. Hyundai live chat via their website 
simply tried to refer me to a dealer but Renault’s “All 
your questions on electric cars answered” was more 
helpful, stating  “As an electric car has hundreds of 
fewer mechanical parts, servicing an electric vehicle 
is more simple and affordable compared to a fuel-
powered one.  No oil changes, new clutches or spark 
plugs are required, and drivers also benefit from less 
frequent brake pad changes due to the regenerative 
braking taking the strain off the wheel brakes.

This was followed by a table, shown later, comparing 
two similar vehicles, followed by the assumptions 
made to arrive at the figures. 

Considering the cost of maintenance leads on to 
the cost of actually driving somewhere. The figures 
from Renault quoted above show a clear advantage 
for electric motoring. The brochure for the IONIQ 5 
quotes the July 2021 edition of Auto Express magazine 
which claims roughly £10 for up to 298 miles. It 
seems unlikely that Auto Express, a well-established 
publication, would be wildly out in their estimate.

Although this is the first article I’ve written regarding 
electric cars, it’s not my first regarging electric 
vehicles. As is, I suspect, well-known, my principal 
interest is motorcycling and electric motorcycles have 
been available for a few years and, had received some 
favourable publicity in Motorcycle Rider, the British 
Motorcycle Federation’s magazine. As part of one 
of the articles referred to a long-distance navigation 
event that I’d taken part in and enjoyed, I put some of 
my thoughts on the subject together and offered them 
for publication. These are my thoughts collated at the 
end of 2018, on electric motorcycles.

Mention of the TT Zero electric motorcycle in 
the BMW Club Journal and the BMF’s magazine 
Motorcycle Rider provoked me to put a few thoughts 
together. I read the very brief article on the Zero SR 
electric motorcycle (Rider Winter 2018) with some 
curiosity, if only because at first glance I couldn’t decide 
whether it was editorial or advertisement. The bike is 
an interesting idea but, from the limited information 
given, one that needs a lot more development before it 
becomes a viable alternative to a conventional petrol-
fuelled version. It makes 70 horse-power, has a range 
of about 120 miles and weighs 188 kg. By comparison, 
my 2010 model R1200GS makes about 110 horse-
power, has a range of 180 miles before the low fuel 
warning starts to irritate me, and weighs 229 kilos 
with an almost full fuel tank. They’re by no means 
identical but it’s still interesting to compare them.

My 180 miles are covered using about 16 litres of 
95-octane unleaded petrol. It takes perhaps 5 minutes 
to put the GS on its mainstand, take off my gloves and 
the tank bag, open the filler cap, dispense the fuel, 
lock the filler cap, refit the tank bag then queue to 
pay for the petrol. The queuing is, as often as not, 
the most time-intensive part of the operation. By 
comparison, the Zero SR apparently takes “under 
10 hours” from a domestic socket, such as might 
be found in an owner’s garage, or one to two hours 
using an accessory of unspecified cost on top of 
the Zero’s considerable £15,690 purchase price. 
Searching for a distributor’s website I found http://
englishelectricmotorco.com/zero-motorcycles/ which 
goes at least some way to clarifying the issue. A full-
size battery holds 14.4 kWh of charge, giving a range 
of up to 179 miles and is guaranteed for five years. 
Somewhat ambiguously, the battery life is also stated 
as being a minimum of 250,000 miles to 80% of its 
original capacity. Allowing for a little inefficiency 
in the charger, 14.4 kWh into the battery is likely to 
be about 15 kWh from the mains socket it’s charged 
from so a full charge is going to cost about £2.55 on 
my current electricity tariff. That’s a little over a tenth 
of the cost of the petrol my GS would use for the same 
distance but it has to be remembered that petrol is 
taxed at 57.95 pence/litre plus VAT at 20%. The tax 
on domestic electricity is only 5% so electric vehicles 
have an immediate advantage in their running costs 
irrespective of any efficiency benefits.

If I wanted something for commuting that was 
quiet and non-polluting at its point of use the Zero 
might be of some interest if it was competitive on 
purchase price. It’s a low-volume product in an 
emerging market so that strikes me as unlikely in 
the near future. That’s unfortunate because I detest 
noise imposed on me by others (particularly the idiots 
who believe that a noisy motorcycle is an expression 
of freedom) so I don’t impose it on those around 
me. Also, given the concerns regarding Congleton’s 
air quality, shifting my pollution (noise and exhaust 
gasses) to somewhere else appeals to my sense of 
sanctimony although equally it offends me as both 
an engineer and a member of the community that 
shifting the pollution is an opportunity to pretend that 
it isn’t there at all.

The Zero SR was also mentioned in the Rider 
Autumn 2018 edition in an article about the ACU 
National Rally, a long-distance navigation challenge. 
An entrant’s experience of the bike is valuable as he 
was riding one in the world of touring rather than 
carefully planned commuting. He observed that the 
bike was capable of between 100 and 110 miles at 50 
mph and that charging took about an hour and three 
quarters. He covered 305 miles with his motorcycle 

http://englishelectricmotorco.com/zero-motorcycles/
http://englishelectricmotorco.com/zero-motorcycles/
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fitted with the optional charge tank, which at first I 
inferred to be the 14.4 kWh battery pack instead of the 
regular 7.2 kWh version  but is actually an aftermarket 
high-speed charger with implications for the warranty 
of the motorcycle. The rules for the rally very properly 
demand that entrants take appropriate rest breaks but 
the recharge time for the Zero is well and truly OTT 
and completely unrealistic for someone touring. By 
comparison, I covered about 600 miles door-to-door 
on the same event for a Special Gold award, taking 
rest breaks as needed.

The Winter 2018 article opened by commenting 
on emission-free vehicles being seen as the future 
of transport. The unfortunate reality is that there is 
no such thing as an emission-free vehicle. There are 
three reasons for this. The first is that the vehicle, 
like any other manufactured product (such as the 
loaf of bread you toasted as part of your breakfast 
this morning) required energy to produce it and a 
significant part of that energy almost certainly came 
from fossil fuels. The second is that, even if you 
charged your electric motorcycle using solar cells, 
the solar cells required energy for their manufacture 
(almost certainly using yet more fossil fuel) from raw 
materials dug out of the earth. The third is that at the 
end of the vehicle’s life, it requires energy to recycle 

its’ components into something that can be re-used. 
How much of the batteries for electric vehicles can 
be re-used is a subject about which I’ve seen nothing 
published. The reality is that the term “emission-free” 
is misunderstood to mean zero emissions (of carbon 
dioxide and oxides of nitrogen) at the point of use. 
This, in crowded urban areas with poor air quality, 
is obviously a good thing but it ignores the reality of 
emissions somewhere else, perhaps in a developing 
country where export dollars, pounds or Euros are 
more valued than ecological principles.

There is, ultimately, the difficult question of an 
individual’s entitlement to go touring: is it acceptable 
for me to ride 600 miles purely for recreation or for 
Gillian and I to drive to central France for a holiday to 
see pandas in a zoo? If so, how many trees do I need 
to plant to assuage the guilt of burning fuel, whether 
petrol at the point of use or coal, uranium or natural 
gas at a remote power station. The most extreme case 
of this debate that I’ve seen was in an edition of (if 
I remember correctly) the British Cycling members’ 
magazine where a contributor (who frequently writes 
to my local paper, although expressing less extreme 
opinions), argued that the use of electric bikes should 
be restricted to those whose disabilities prevented 
them from using conventional pedal cycles.

CLIO Iconic TCe 100 Auto ZOE i Iconic R110 Z.E. 50
Energy consumption 10.5p per mile 3.1p per mile
3 Years / 30k miles total energy cost* £3,150 £930
3 Years Vehicle Excise Duty (VED) £475 £0
3 Years Servicing/Tyres/Brakes £843 £693
3 Years total running cost*** £4,468 £1,623
Total monthly runing cost*** £124 £45

All figures are based on Renault estimates only using 
average fuel and energy costs as at 09/2020. WLTP 
figures for comparison purposes only. Real-world 
driving results and running costs may vary depending 
on various factors, such as driver styles, weather and 
accessories added to the vehicle after registration. 
Figures assume that the vehicle exercise duty rates 
will remain the same in the next 3 years, although 
these may be subject to change by the Government. 
This information is provided for illustrative purposes 
only, and Renault cannot guarantee that each driver 
will achieve the listed running costs. 

*Total energy cost for the petrol vehicle (Renault 
Clio TCE Automatic Iconic) is based on an average 
petrol cost of £1.13 a litre (as of [09/20], figures 

obtained from https://www.gov.uk/government/
statistical-data-sets/oil-and-petroleum-products-
weekly-statistics) with a combined WLTP fuel 
consumption of 48.7 mpg. The total energy cost for 
the ZOE is based on an average electricity cost of 
14.3 pence per KW (as at 09/2020, figure obtained 
from https://www.ukpower.co.uk/.  

**Average servicing, tyres and brakes costs are 
provided by CAP on a 3 years/10,000 annual mileage 
basis.  

***Total running cost combines the energy and 
fuel costs over 3 years and 30,000 miles, with the 
Vehicle Exercise Duty due over that period, along 
with the average servicing, tyres and brake costs in 
that period. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/oil-and-petroleum-products-weekly-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/oil-and-petroleum-products-weekly-statistics
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/oil-and-petroleum-products-weekly-statistics
https://www.ukpower.co.uk/

